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The Searsville Alternatives Study Steering Committee is advisory to Stanford University 
leadership, established to develop potential recommended long-term course(s) of action 
for Searsville Dam and Reservoir that best meet a balance of University objectives. 
 
The Study process will include articulation of central objectives and criteria against 
which alternatives will be measured.  Considerations that will inform the evaluation of 
alternatives include:  
 

• Research and teaching programs at the Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve;  
• The University’s water supply and storage needs;  
• Native biological diversity and ecosystem services, including but not limited to 

potential fish passage upstream of the dam;  
• Possible effects on upstream and downstream flood risk;  
• The impact of sediment removal, disposal and ongoing management.  

 
The Alternatives Study process will be conducted in a comprehensive and open way, 
including periodic involvement of outside interested parties such as those who attended 
the November 30, 2011 workshop, in order to identify and include all relevant 
information and perspectives. 
 
We expect the next step will be to provide a proposed list of technical study topics.  We 
will welcome feedback on this list. The precise schedule of future meetings with outside 
interested parties has not been determined but will likely occur when there is substantive 
information available for updates, presentation and discussion of particular topics.   
 
The Alternatives Study is fundamentally an internal Stanford effort to identify and 
evaluate the trade-offs and costs/benefits of potential course(s) of action at a concept 
level and examine alternatives that balance the various considerations.  The goal and 
purpose of community participation is to bring additional factual information and 
perspectives into the Steering Committee’s process and considerations. It is expected that 
this sharing of knowledge and information can improve on the various approaches the 
Steering Committee may consider and ultimately recommend, and that interested 
community members will also benefit from the information that is developed as technical 
work proceeds. 
 


